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A.  Personal Statement 
My focus is on providing scientific leadership in tobacco control using transdisciplinary and translational research strategies. 
Systems integration is arguably the single most critical missing ingredient needed to inform policy and to maximize the as yet 
unrealized potential to significantly reduce tobacco use prevalence. Specifically, I explore innovative ways to put what we know 
into widespread practice and policy to make an efficient impact (reach x efficacy / cost) on the population. I bring scientific 
expertise at the conceptual, basic, applied, policy and administrative levels with over 30 years experience in tobacco control 
research. I have experience in the role of government agencies in improving the nation’s health (e.g., as former director of OBSSR 
at NIH). I have extensive experience in testing theory, in research design, and in the measurement of mechanisms of behavior 
change and outcomes including: social cognitive and motivational constructs, psychiatric, alcohol and substance abuse comorbid 
conditions, measurement of tobacco use trajectories, patterns and transitions, nicotine dependence and biochemical validation 
of smoking. I also have experience in evaluation of clinical trials (behavioral and pharmacological) and in the deployment of 
dissemination, implementation and community-based research to inform policy and practice including optimization of 
interventions across a variety of contexts, settings and modes of delivery. Since 2009, I have focused on the role research can 
play in informing the regulatory decisions underlying the policies of the FDA’s Center for Tobacco Products (CTP). This includes 
coordinating development of a strategic research agenda to inform FDA’s regulatory authority, convening expert thought 
leaders, and conducting rapid research in areas such as menthol, e-cigarettes, and public perceptions of potential FDA 
regulations such as lowering nicotine levels in cigarettes. 
 

B.  Positions, Honors, Advisory Committees and Other Professional Experience 
1983 – 1988 Assistant Professor of Psychiatry & Human Behavior, Brown Medical School, Providence, RI  
1988 – 1992 Associate Professor of Psychiatry & Human Behavior, Brown Medical School, Providence, RI  
1989 – 1999 Director, Cancer Prevention Research Consortium (NCI program project P50 award)  
1992 – 2008 Professor of Psychiatry and of Community Health, Brown Medical School, Providence, RI   
1993 – 1994 Visiting Professor, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Univ of Washington, Seattle, WA  
1998 – 2004 Founding Director, Transdisciplinary Centers for Behavioral and Preventive Medicine, Brown Medical School  
1998 – 1999 Associate Editor, Health Psychology  
1999 – 2004 Tobacco Etiology Research Network (TERN), Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Princeton, NJ  
1999 – 2006 Member, Board of Scientific Advisors (BSA), National Cancer Institute, NIH  
2001 – 2003 Council Chair, Publications & Communications, Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco  
2002 Chair, Special Emphasis Initial Review Group: Cancer Communications Centers RFA. NCI, NIH  
2001 – 2004 President Elect, President, Past President, Society of Behavioral Medicine  
2005 – 2008 Director, Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research (OBSSR), Associate Director, Office of the Director, 
 National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD  
2008 – present Director, Schroeder Institute for Tobacco Research & Policy Studies, Legacy, Washington, DC  
2009 – present Professor, Dept of Health, Behavior & Society, The Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health,  
 Baltimore, MD 



 
Honors 
1995 Fellow, American Psychological Association  
1995 Fellow, Society of Behavioral Medicine  
1998 Distinguished Scientist Award, Society of Behavioral Medicine  
2005 Fellow, Academy of Behavioral Medicine Research  
2005 Book of the Year Award: Tobacco Dependence Treatment Handbook. American Journal of Nursing  
2006 Outstanding Research Mentor Award, Society of Behavioral Medicine 
2006 Distinguished Service Award, Society of Behavioral Medicine 
2006 The Musiker-Miranda Distinguished Service Award, American Psychological Association  
2007 Distinguished Alumni Award: Rutgers University, The Graduate School, New Brunswick, NJ  
2008 Joseph W. Cullen Memorial Award for Tobacco Research, American Society for Preventive Oncology 
 
Advisory Committees and Other Professional Experience 
1986 Expert Consensus Panel: Biochemical Evaluation of Smoking. NCI/NIH  
1986 Expert Panel: Smoking Relapse Prevention. NHLBI/NIH  
1988 Invited Contributor: The 1988 Surgeon General's Report on Tobacco Dependence. USDHHS    
1988 Expert Consensus Panel: Self-Change Smoking Cessation.  NCI/NIH  
1990 Invited External Scientific Reviewer: The 1990 Surgeon General's Report. USDHHS  
1991 Scientific Advisory Board: Tobacco Control ASSIST program. NCI/NIH  
1997 Chair, Initial Review Group: Program Project, Cancer Communications. NCI/NIH  
1998 Expert Consensus Panel: Tobacco Research Implementation Group. NCI, NIH  
1999 – 2006 Member, Board of Scientific Advisors (BSA), National Cancer Institute, NIH  
2007 Committee Member: Ending the Tobacco Problem. Institute of Medicine, National Academy of Sciences, 
 Washington, DC 
2008 Expert Panel. Smoking Cessation in Hospitalized Patients. NHLBI/NIH 
2009 Initial Review Group: Improved Effectiveness of Smoking Cessation in Low Income Adults, NCI, NIH  
2009 Expert Committee. Science of Behavior Change (SOBC) Roadmap Development. Office of the Director and  Office of 
 Behavioral and Social Sciences Research. NIH 
2009 Committee Member: An evidence framework for obesity prevention decision-making.  Institute of  Medicine. 
 National Academy of Sciences, Washington, DC. 
2009  Consensus Group: Cigarette Warning Labels, Packaging, and Labeling. NCI/NIH 
2009 Expert Panel. Twitter for Tweetment. Developing New Mobile Therapy for Tobacco Treatment.  NIDA/NIH 
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D. Recent Research Support (Selected out of 65)  
 
Pending Research Support 
 
Role: Co-Investigator 
R01 CA 155369-01A1   Cobb (PI)  07/01/2011 – 06/30/2014  
Online Social Networks for Smoking Cessation Intervention Dissemination 
The proposed study is a randomized trial of the diffusion of an evidence-based software application for smoking cessation 
embedded within the Facebook social network. 
 

Role: Co-Investigator 
R01 CA 155489-01A1   Graham (PI)   07/01/2011 – 06/30/2016 
Improving Adherence to Web-Based Cessation Programs: A Social Network Approach 
This study will compare the efficacy of an interactive, evidence-based smoking cessation website alone and in conjunction with 
free NRT and a social network protocol designed to integrate participants into the online community and improve adherence to 
use of evidence based interventions. 
 

Active Research Support 
 

Role: Co-Investigator 
RC1 DA028710   Kirchner (PI)  09/30/2009 – 09/29/2011 
Comparative Effectiveness of Web-based Mobile Support for the DC Tobacco Quitline 
The project uses web-enabled mobile devices to enhance the efficiency, fidelity, and impact of an established community-based 
tobacco quitline program that targets underserved communities in Washington D.C. 
 

Completed Research Support (past 3 years) 
 

Role: Principal Investigator* 
P50 CA84719    Abrams (PI)  09/30/2004 – 09/29/2010 
Transdisciplinary Tobacco Use Research Center (TTURC). Nicotine Dependence: Phenotype, Endophenotype & Contexts 
*transferred PI to Raymond Niaura in 2005 upon appointment as Director, OBSSR/NIH 
 

Role: Principal Investigator  
R25 CA87972   Abrams (PI)  09/01/2005 – 08/31/2010 
Transdisciplinary Cancer Control Research Training Grant  
The aim of this Cancer Education Grant was to train the next generation of scientists to become highly successful, independently 
funded transdisciplinary researchers in prevention, control and population sciences. 
* transferred PI to William Rakowski in 2005 upon appointment as Director, OBSSR/NIH 
 

Role: Principal Investigator* 
R01 CA104836   Abrams (PI)  08/25/2004 – 05/31/2010 
Internet and Telephone Treatment for Smoking Cessation   
* transferred PI to Amanda Graham in 2005 upon appointment as Director, OBSSR/NIH 
 


